Cardiac involvement is known to occur in several of the heredo-degenerative disorders of the nervous system; for example, it is recognized in Friedreich's ataxia (Evans and Wright, 1942) , dystrophia myotonica (De Wind and Jones, 1950) , and in the muscular dystrophies (Manning and Cropp, 1958) . However, no reference to cardiac involvement in peroneal muscular atrophy (Charcot-Marie-Tooth disease) could be traced. In this case report, paroxysmal atrial flutter and cardiac failure occurred in a patient with peroneal muscular atrophy.
PAROXYSMAL ATRIAL FLUTTER IN PERONEAL MUSCULAR ATROPHY 327 take digitalis, he has had several more attacks of palpitation but these are less disabling than formerly. There has been no significant change in his electrocardiogram. 
;.flfl group.bmj.com on June 15, 2017 -Published by http://heart.bmj.com/ Downloaded from Discussion From the evidence available in this case, there is little to suggest a diagnosis of ischamic, hypertensive, rheumatic, or thyrotoxic heart disease. Wood (1956) has pointed out that atrial flutter is rare in otherwise normal subjects, and the question whether it could be associated with peroneal muscular atrophy must be considered. Friedreich's ataxia is genetically related to peroneal muscular atrophy (Hierons, 1956) . Isolated instances of Friedreich's ataxia occur in families with peroneal muscular atrophy (Biemond, 1928) , and combined forms of the two diseases in the same subject have been described (Ross, 1942) . In view of this close relationship, it seems reasonable to suppose that visceral disturbances may also occur in peroneal muscular atrophy, and this has been supported by the recent report of gastro-intestinal manifestations of the disease (Norstrand and Margulies, 1958) .
The cardiac abnormalities that are recognized in Friedreich's ataxia include flattening and inversion of the T waves in leads reflecting the left ventricular surface (Evans and Wright, 1942) , and the occurrence of paroxysmal arrhythmias, occasionally complicated by congestive cardiac failure (Russell, 1946) . It will be appreciated that these abnormalities are very similar to those occurring in the present case and, in view of the close relationship between the two disorders it seems probable that cardiac involvement may be an occasional complication of peroneal muscular atrophy.
Summary
Reference is made to the absence of reports of cardiac involvement in peroneal muscular atrophy. A case of peroneal muscular atrophy is described in which paroxysmal atrial flutter and cardiac failure occurred. Reasons are advanced for suggesting that the cardiac arrhythmia may be directly related to peroneal muscular atrophy.
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